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or as $1.00 annually for five years. The Pre.sident was instructed 
to draw up a detailed plan of organization and to take steps to per- 
fect this organization and set the machineiy in motion for accom- 
plishing its purposes. 

Henry B. Ward, Secretary 
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There is one matter concerning the origin of the chapter at 
Union which is of peculiar interest, and may account in part for 
the growth of the Union chapter. Several months before the exis- 
tence of Sigma Xi was known at Union, a group of men at the head 
of the Scientific Section of the Senior class, with the encouragement 
of some of their professors, had conceived the idea of organizing an 
honorary society for graduates in our scientific courses correspond- 
ing to Phi Beta Kappa for the classical men. We met many times 
and drew up a constitution and by-laws modeled somewhat after 
those of the above-mentioned society. It was proposed to call the 
new organization "The Henry Society," because of the association 
of the eminent scientist, Joseph Henry of Albany with Union Col- 
lege. Though there was some talk of adopting a name without 
local association, in order that the society might establish chapters 
in other institutions, yet no other name was proposed. We were 
struggling with the matter of the name, when one of the professors 
interested reported to us that a society of purpose similar to our 
own had just been established at Cornell, and that we were invited to 
form a chapter at Union. Inasmuch as this promised to be an 
inter-collegiate society, it seemed wise to most of us, to give up our 
project of a local society and join Sigma Xi. 

E. W. Miller, Union 1887 



